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nothing to the national debt, but re-
duces it. It adds nothing in taxes and it 
lets us control those things. 

This bill, and I will add, the gentle-
man’s work and my colleagues from 
California and across this Nation, was 
written by us and the American people, 
not lobbyists, not special interests. We 
sat in a room together and agreed to 
get along, to try to come together on 
things that we could work on to make 
this country work. 

b 1040 
That’s going to be introduced today. 

It can happen. We owe it to the Amer-
ican people to get that done. Let’s roll 
up the sleeves, tap that innovation, do 
the right things, get to work, and 
make this country energy independent. 
Let’s secure our future both from a se-
curity standpoint and an economic 
standpoint and create jobs right at 
home. 

Believe it or not, there are solutions 
coming right out of this Chamber. 
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CONGRATULATING GAIL ROMIG 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania (Mr. THOMPSON) for 5 
minutes. 

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. 
Mr. Speaker, each year the White 
House recognizes outstanding teachers 
for their contributions to the teaching 
and learning of mathematics and 
science through the prestigious Presi-
dential Award for Excellence in Mathe-
matics and Science. On April 28, Presi-
dent Obama named 85 teachers as re-
cipients of the 2010 award, one of which 
was from the Fifth District of Pennsyl-
vania, Mifflin County resident Ms. Gail 
Romig, a teacher at State College Area 
School District. 

Today, I want to thank Ms. Romig 
for her dedication to her students and 
commitment to the field of mathe-
matics. We live in a global economy 
that is ever-changing and where Amer-
ica is forced to continually adapt, inno-
vate, and find new ways to remain 
competitive in the global marketplace. 
Our competitiveness relies on the ex-
cellence of individuals in technical 
fields such as math and science. We 
rely on dedicated individuals like Ms. 
Romig to help create our next genera-
tion of technical minds. 

From coast to coast, from urban en-
claves to rural towns, teachers across 
the country are utilizing their exper-
tise and creativity to equip the next 
generation of Americans to succeed 
and to lead. 

Thank you to Ms. Romig and others 
like her all across the country that are 
working to ensure America is competi-
tive for generations to come. 
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AMERICAN CONSERVATION AND 
CLEAN ENERGY INDEPENDENCE 
ACT 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
California (Mr. COSTA) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. COSTA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to join in with my colleagues in the in-
troduction of legislation that we will 
be discussing later this afternoon: the 
Infrastructure Jobs and Energy Inde-
pendence Act of 2011. 

First of all, I would like to thank my 
colleagues who spoke a moment ago, 
Congressman TIM MURPHY and Con-
gressman TIM WALZ, both who talked 
so importantly on the need to get our 
Nation’s energy house in order. 

Since the long gas lines of 1973, pol-
icymakers on both sides of the aisle 
have attempted various efforts to pur-
sue an energy policy that would reduce 
our dependence on foreign sources of 
energy. And what has been lacking 
through all of those efforts since 1973 is 
a long-term plan that has bipartisan 
buy-in which we can stick to both in 
the near term and longer term to reach 
those goals. Why hasn’t it happened? 
Because, unfortunately, too often here 
in these Chambers the lost art of the 
political compromise has gone away. 

But today, with the introduction of 
the bipartisan Infrastructure Jobs and 
Energy Independence Act of 2011, we 
have an opportunity to come together 
as a House, to come together as a Na-
tion. This is what the Bipartisan En-
ergy Working Group has done over the 
last few months to really put together 
a piece of legislation that reflects past 
efforts, commonsense ideas that will 
enhance our path toward energy inde-
pendence and national security 
through the following means. First, it 
would increase the production of do-
mestic oil and gas on the Outer Conti-
nental Shelf. It would also increase 
sources of alternative energy utilizing 
clean energy technologies whenever 
possible. In addition to that, it would 
dedicate a fixed percentage of the roy-
alties that we receive from oil and gas 
that is derived from Federal lands both 
onshore and offshore, the second-larg-
est source of revenue to our Nation’s 
Treasury, to the following purposes: 

First of all, it would invest in our in-
frastructure revitalization and renewal 
that provides more jobs that are sorely 
needed. It would invest in conservation 
programs. It would invest in environ-
mental restoration projects. It would 
invest so importantly in renewable en-
ergy research and development so that 
once again we can regain the lead 
around the world. It would invest in 
clean energy technology as well as in-
creasing development of existing as 
well as traditional energy sources, like 
improving our transmission lines. And 
it would provide energy assistance for 
those most in need. Sharing a portion 
of such royalties with producing States 
also would provide an incentive for 
those States. And it would increase the 
diversification and efficiency of Amer-
ica’s transportation system, among 
other things. 

As a Nation, we must work together 
toward realistic energy policy. At the 
end of the day, we cannot afford to 
take any energy sources off the table. 
As many of you know, I am a firm be-

liever in using all of the energy tools in 
our Nation’s energy toolbox. And that’s 
what we need to do. Conventional en-
ergy, together with renewable re-
sources and a strategy for energy con-
servation, will best serve our long-term 
energy needs—the best management 
practices our Nation has to offer. 

As we create new comprehensive en-
ergy policy to reduce our dependency 
on foreign sources of energy, reducing 
our dependence on those nations, it 
will make a big difference in America. 
I believe it’s important for us to under-
stand and agree to realistic transi-
tional timelines as we embark upon 
this bipartisan energy policy both in 
the near term and the long term. 

Finally, I look forward to cooper-
ating and collaborating again with the 
members of the Bipartisan Energy 
Working Group and other Members of 
Congress to address ways in which our 
Nation’s energy sources can best be 
utilized to help us secure that balanced 
energy future in the 21st century, 
which is what all Americans want us to 
do. I believe this legislation that we 
will introduce this afternoon will put 
us along that path for a long-term se-
cure energy future for America in the 
21st century. 
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IMPLEMENTING SMART ENERGY 
PLANS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Mississippi (Mr. NUNNELEE) for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. NUNNELEE. This morning, in 
Tupelo, Mississippi, Whiteside’s Res-
taurant is quiet. The lights are turned 
off. Tables around which coffee and 
conversation had flowed freely, a place 
where I have enjoyed many great 
meals, is quiet this morning. And on 
the front door there’s a sign that sim-
ply says, ‘‘Due to the economy and 
Uncle Sam, Whiteside’s is closed. 
Donna Whiteside said that the driving 
force in her closing her business was 
higher taxes, increased gas prices, and 
a sluggish economy. Higher gas prices 
have become a cruel tax on all Ameri-
cans. Donna Whiteside saw it as her 
customers had shrinking disposable in-
comes because of higher gas prices. 
Donna Whiteside saw that the cost of 
her groceries were going up because of 
higher gas prices. 

What is not helping Americans get 
relief at the pump is the stalling of en-
ergy production by this administra-
tion. Since taking office, President 
Obama has actively delayed, blocked, 
and stalled American energy produc-
tion—and the American people are sick 
of these stalling tactics. That’s why 
the House of Representatives is concen-
trating on three key initiatives that 
will reverse the Obama administra-
tion’s policies that are hurting families 
and small businesses, destroying jobs, 
and increasing our reliance on foreign 
oil. 

Last week, the House passed the Re-
starting American Offshore Leasing 
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